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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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6) IEI Claim(s) 1.3.5-7.9.11 and 12 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is responsive to tine amendment filed on 8/28/08. 
Accordingly, claims 2, 4, 8 and 10 have been canceled and claims 1, 3, 5 - 7, 9, 11 and 
12 are currently pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 6-8, filed 8/28/08, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of clalm(s) 4 and 10 under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of a newly found 
prior art reference. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 5, 6, 1 1 and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

3. Claim 5 is improperly dependent upon canceled claim 4. 

4. Claim 6 is improperly dependent upon canceled claim 4. 

5. Claim 11 is improperly dependent upon canceled claim 10. 

6. Claim 12 is improperly dependent upon canceled claim 10. 

7. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1 0. Claims 1 , 3, 5 - 7, 9, 1 1 and 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ong et al. (US 7,130,263) in view of Yemini et al. (US 2002/0163889 
A1). 

Regarding claims 1 and 7, Ong teaches a transmission apparatus used for forming a 
ring network that supports a bidirectional ring switching capability {Fig. 5), the 
transmission apparatus comprising: a detecting part {Fig. 6A, protection liandler 665, 
located within each node) for detecting a ring switching request from a received signal 
including identifiers of transmission apparatuses between which a failure occurs {col. 
12, lines 49-55; identifiers of transmission apparatus: col. 10, lines 19-31), wherein the 
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ring switching request is sent from one of tine transmission apparatuses that detects the 
failure {col. 9, lines 32-37), and at least one of the transmission apparatuses performs 
line switching after receiving the ring switching request that goes around the ring 
network {col. 9, lines 32-37); a storing part {protection units 650 and 655) storing a 
concatenation setting Information table that includes concatenation setting Information 
for each Identifier of transmission apparatuses forming the network {Table 1; col. 12, 
lines 28-34); an obtaining part {protection group manager 630A) obtaining an identifier 
from the ring switching request {col. 10, lines 25-28, source and destination node 
information; furtlier described in col. 12, lines 1-9) and concatenation setting 
Information, corresponding to the identifier, from the concatenation setting Information 
table {Table 1; col. 9, lines 58 to col. 10, lines 25; also described in col. 7, lines 33-40); 
and a setting part (traffic handler 670) making a concatenation setting for a protection 
line according to the concatenation setting information {col. 12, lines 54-63); a detecting 
part detecting a concatenation setting in the transmission apparatus {col. 12, lines 49- 
63); and a sending part (interface 610) 

Ong fails to explicitly teach adding the respective identifier of the transmission 
apparatus to concatenation setting information corresponding to the concatenation 
setting and sending the concatenation setting information with the respective identifier 
to another transmission apparatus. 

However, Yemini teaches adding the respective identifier of the transmission 
apparatus to concatenation setting information corresponding to the concatenation 
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setting and sending the concatenation setting information witli the respective identifier 
to another transmission apparatus (page 6, paragraph 67). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify 
Ong's apparatus with Yemini's teaching of adding the identifier to concatenation setting 
information and sending this information, for the purpose of notifying other apparatuses 
of the updated information. 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, Ong teaches the transmission apparatus as claimed in 
claims 1 and 7, wherein the obtaining part obtains the concatenation setting information 
from information received from another transmission apparatus {col. 12, lines 22-25; col. 
10, lines 25-28). 

Regarding claims 5 and 11, the combined apparatus of Ong and Yemini teach the 
transmission apparatus as claimed in claims 1 and 7. Yemini further teaches wherein, 

when the respective identifier is changed, the sending part adds the changed identifier 
to the concatenation setting information and sends the concatenation setting information 
with the changed identifier to another transmission apparatus (page 6, paragraph 67). 
Regarding claims 6 and 12, the combined apparatus of Ong and Yemini teach the 
transmission apparatus as claimed in claims 1 and 7. Yemini further teaches a part 
adding the respective identifier to first of concatenation setting information stored in the 
storing part and sending the first of concatenation setting information with the respective 
identifier to another transmission apparatus in response to receiving a predetermined 
command (page 6, paragraph 67); and a part receiving second of concatenation setting 
information from another transmission apparatus, writing respective concatenation 
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setting information into the received second of concatenation setting information, and 
sending tlie second of concatenation setting information to another transmission 
apparatus (paragraphs 67 and 77). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RHONDA MURPHY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3185. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00 - 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Firmin Backer can be reached on (571 ) 272-6703. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Rhonda Murphy 
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